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The figure of the "European American” carries a particular cultural and p\ol|t|cal valen-
ce in U.S. multiculturalism. It represents an exemplar of national openness, progress
and equal opportunity; a self-sufficient figure, whose toil and determination were key
in overcoming poverty and discrimination to realize ‘the Amierican Dream ese repre-
sent the now well-entrenched topoi of the Eurocentric approach to U.S. multicultu-
ralism, a narrative of inclusion that constructs the United States as a progressive and /
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benevolent democracy, which has dismantled racial exclusion. /
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This lecture briefly explores the making of this Europea American |dent|ty and identi-
fies its cultural expressions and political ramifications FO ay. It questions the construc-
tion of European Americans as a uniform category, and draws from the Greek Ameri- |
can example to imagine European ethnicity ditferently. The notion of “usable pasts” /
and a corpus of “popular ethnographies” serve as the analytical and textual point of /
departure to reclaim alternative ways of expressing ethnicity in the United States. /
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Yiorgos Anagnostou is an associate professor of modern Greek and American e’[hvz
nic studies at The Ohio State University. He has published widely on ethnicity and im-
migration in various scholarly disciplines, including ethnography, folklore, sociolo/f;y,
diaspora and cultural studies. He is the author of Contours of White Ethnicity: Popular
Ethnography and the Making of Usable Pasts in Greek America (Ohio University Press,

2009), and a poetry collection, Diaspora Routes (in Greek, 2012). /
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Organized by Greek Studies at Department of Cross-Cultural and Regional Studies.
For more information please contact Trine Stauning Willert (tsw@hum.okxgk) /
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