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HAS THE CRISIS CHANGED GREEKS
PERCEPTIONS OF THEIR PAST?

Antonis Liakos (University of Athens, History)
Discussant: Kostis Kornetis (NYU, CEMS)

This lecture tackles the timely question of how the economic crisis has changed
Greeks’ relationship to their past. How are history and time experienced outside
the boundaries of academia, in the streets, by protesting people? What would an
archive consisting of images, graffiti, slogans and manifestos from the 2008-2012
protest movements in Athens convey? Would it be possible to conceive of an en-
counter between street-history and theory of history? Finally, can the connections
between past, present and future be contextualized into recent theories of tempo-
rality and the distinction between historical and practical past?

November 20th, 6:00 PM

Location: 285 Mercer Street, 8th Floor
(Between Washington and Waverly Place)

Antonis Liakos is professor of contemporary history and history of historiography at the University of Athens, chair of the Board of
the International Commission for History and Theory of Historiography (2010-2015) and managing editor of the journal
Historein. He has been research fellow and visiting professor at the University of Birmingham (1989), the European University
Institute (1995), the University of Sydney (1995), Princeton University (1996, 2006), and the Ecole Normale Superieure (2001). His
work covers a wide variety of topics related to modern and contemporary political and social history, the history of nationalism
and the history of historiography. His latest books include The Return of the Little Red Riding Hood (2014), Apocalypse, Utopia,
History. Transformations of Historical Consciousness (2011), and How the Past is transformed into History (2007).
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