
	As literary critics like William J. Nichols and others have argued, hardboiled noir has emerged as a global 
phenomenon that “explor[es] the social effects of globalization” and “examine[s] the revolutionary possibili-
ties of literature and popular culture.”  Contemporary noir writers recycle the sense of disillusionment and 
anti-institutional worldview found in canonical American noir, while parodying many of its conventions, in 
order to launch culturally resonant critiques of the global economy and financial crime.  One such writer is 
Greece’s respected and much-lauded crime novelist Petros Markaris. His recent Inspector Haritos “Crisis 
Trilogy” tackles head-on the devastating effects of the financial crisis on Greek society, which has practical-
ly demolished the social safety net and left the majority of the country’s youth with virtually no prospects. 
Markaris does this both by tapping into the way noir crime writers before him use culturally resonant gen-
dered anxieties to “unleash demons bottled up in the national psyche” and by underscoring the genre’s 
thorny relationship to commodity culture, which often treads a fine line between pointed critique and covert 
reinforcement.  In the face of a social chaos brought about by deep systemic inequities, Markaris’s novels 
explore models of grass-roots community building that depends on his protagonist’s ability to move beyond 
the constraints of identity conventionalized in the traditional noir detective novel.  
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For more information, please visit http://moderngreekstudies.sfsu.edu/ 
or write to  <modgreek@sfsu.edu>. 
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